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CHAPTER VI.

CHRIST'S WINNOWING FAN.

THE first step in our investigation is now taken. We
have considered the Christian Church in its idea, that is
to say, as it existed in the mind of its founder and before
it was realised. Our task will now become more historical
and will deal with the actual establishment of the new
Theocracy; but we shall endeavour to keep the idea
always in view and sedulously to avoid all such details as
may have the effect of obscuring it.

The founder's plan was simply this, to renew in a form
adapted to the new time that divine Society of which the
Old Testament contains the history. The essential fea-
tures of that ancient Theocracy were: (1) the divine Call
and Election of Abraham; (2) the divine legislation
given to the nation through Moses; (3) the personal re-
lation and responsibility of every individual member of
the Theocracy to its invisible King. As the new Theocracy
was to be the counterpart ,of the old, it was to be
expected that these three features would be reflected in it.
Accordingly we have found Christ undertaking to issue a
Call to men such as was given to Abraham, to deliver
a Legislation such as Israel had received from Moses, and
to occupy a personal relation of Judge and Master to